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descend from the snow-covered ranges around, but with few excep-
tions lose themselves as they approach the desert. The principal
products are cereals, including wheat, barley, and rice, cotton, and
fruits. Horses, camels, sheep, and goats are also raised in con-
siderable numbers by the Kirghiz and other nomadic folk. The
more important towns, Kashgar, Khotan, and Yarkand, contain
bazaars in which are sold carpets and cotton, woollen, and silk
goods, the chief manufactures of the people, together with textiles
and other commodities imported from India and Russia.
The second region lies between the Tien Shan and the Altai.
Much of the land is exceedingly poor, and it is only in the vicinity
of the rivers, and especially in the valleys of the Ili and Manass,
that cultivation and settlement are possible. The northern slopes
of the Tien Shan provide considerable areas of good pasture land.
Urumchi, the chief town, trades in skins and furs. Kuldja, the only
other town of note, is on the Ili.
Formerly, all trade between China and the west went through
Turkestan. At present the most frequented route passes by Lan-
chow and Ansicliow in Kansu, and Hami in Turkestan, to Turfan
and Kashgar. From Hami one branch crosses the Barkul Pass
and from Turfan another turns the Bogdo Ula to reach Urumchi,
whence the route runs by Kuldja to Bukhara. From Ansichow an
ancient road to Kashgar, still used, links up the oases to the south
of the Taklamakan. From Kashgar one trade route leads west-
ward by the Terek Pass to Andijan on the Trans-Caspian railway;
and from Yarkand another goes southward by the passes of the
Karakoram to Leh in Kashmir.
TIBET
The greater part of the high Tibetan plateau is of little economic
importance, and is only frequented during the summer months
by a few nomad tribes. In the south, in the valleys of the
Indus and Brahmaputra* and in the south-east, in the valleys of
those rivers which Sow from the Tibetan plateau through China
and Indo-CMna, cultivation is possible, and it is there that settle-
ment has taken place. The principal agricultural products include
the hardier cereals, vegetables, and fruits, but the chief wealth of
the people is to be found in their herds of goats, sheep, asses, and
yaks. Mineral wealth appears to be considerable, and gold